Council cuts pubs’ rates bills
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There’s good news on tap for South Oxfordshire’s pubs after the district council approved a one-off, top-up rates relief scheme for 2026/27.  The discretionary scheme will give eligible pubs an additional 15 per cent off their business rates helping them tackle rising costs and remain at the heart of communities across the district. The additional cut was approved by the council’s cabinet and will be automatically applied to all pubs in South Oxfordshire that already qualify for the government’s relief scheme. Eligible businesses do not need to apply as revised rates bills showing the reduced amount will be issued over the next month. The South Oxfordshire scheme will reduce rates bills for around 120 pubs. Council leader Maggie Filipova-Rivers (pictured) said: “Pubs make a massive contribution to life in South Oxfordshire, however many have to work incredibly hard to manage increasing costs. This additional business rates relief will provide practical support, helping eligible pubs remain resilient while continuing to serve their communities. “Pubs are often at the heart of our towns and villages. They support local employment, bring people together and make our communities stronger. We’re pleased to be able to offer this additional support, and we’ll continue to work with the sector while calling for the long-term backing that pubs need from national government.”
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