Brewers back CAMRA’s call for competition probe
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CAMRA’s call for the competition watchdog to probe the dominance of big brewers has been backed by the country’s smaller producers. The Campaign’s Beer in the UK report claims independent breweries are “excluded” from thousands of pubs and bars. Society of Independent Brewers and Associates (SIBA) chief executive Andy Slee (pictured) said: “As Europe’s largest beer consumer group, CAMRA is right to call for change for a UK brewing industry which is dominated by global beer giants which restricts access for British independent breweries. “At the heart of its excellent report is a call for greater consumer choice, transparency around brewery ownership, and lower taxes for small independent breweries – which SIBA wholeheartedly supports. “It is clear the strong consumer demand for a broad range of beers from independent breweries is being stifled by the global brewer stronghold on the market. “Eighty percent of beer drinkers want to see independent beer alongside global brands on the bar, yet our indie brewers are locked out of supplying 63 per cent of pubs. “This is bad for pubgoers, bad for landlords, and bad for the health and vibrancy of the British pub and beer market. “SIBA’s own Indie Beer campaign has sought to highlight the lack of transparency of ownership in the UK making it easier for consumers to find beer from genuine independent brewers, rather than global-owned craft beer brands. “With an industry facing such pressing issues it is hugely disappointing we still await the outcome of the government’s review that committed to help independent brewers gain better access to the pub market. Approaching two years on and indie breweries are still being left in the dark. “Finally, that the UK pays beer duty at 10 times the rate of fellow brewing nation Germany is absurd and holding back the sector and stopping Britain from becoming the brewing powerhouse it could be. Alongside broader tax cuts for hospitality and brewers, SIBA is calling for government to cut the tap tax in pubs by widening the draught beer duty differential to 30 per cent at the forthcoming budget. “To unleash the full potential of the independent brewing sector and the jobs it could create throughout the UK all we ask for is fairness in taxation and access to market. “Hats off to CAMRA for highlighting these challenges.”
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