Strangers things have happened
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A Linlithgow favourite reached the heart of government this month as Strangers Brewing saw its popular amber beer Cockleroi go on tap at the House of Commons. The brewery was invited to showcase the beer in the aptly named Strangers’ Bar inside the Palace of Westminster. The guest spot came following a recommendation from MP Kirsteen Sullivan, providing parliamentarians with a taste of West Lothian. Named after the hill (also spelled Cockleroy) that overlooks Linlithgow and Bathgate, the smooth, malty, 3.8 per cent ABV, amber beer has been a favourite among MPs in the bar that serves as their local. Strangers director and head brewer Brett Welch said: “We’ve always had a strong local connection in our brewing so seeing a beer named after our local hill being enjoyed in parliament is a huge milestone for us. We’re grateful to Kirsteen and the House of Commons team for the opportunity to put Linlithgow on the map and on the taps in Westminster.” Bathgate and Linlithgow MP Kirsteen Sullivan added: “It has been a pleasure to introduce my colleagues to this fantastic local brew. Strangers Brewing Co is a brilliant example of a thriving local business, and I’m proud to see it go from strength to strength.” Pictured, from left, Strangers MD Barry Watts, Brett Welch, Kirsteen Sullivan and SIBA Scotland director Jamie Delap
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